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Notre Dame de Grace is our school at St. Albert the Great parish in Ravine Trompette.  We are very  

excited to have been able to help start the 10th grade (Freshman) at Notre Dame de Grace School in the fall 

of 2016.  Our plan is to add an 11th grade in the fall of 2017.  All efforts are working toward providing a full 

high school education for the young people of St. Albert the Great parish and the students from St. Cyprian 

parish.  St. Cyprian, our second school in the mountains, has only grades 1-6.  To advance in school, the kids 

must find housing with family or friends in Ravine Trompette and continue their education at Notre Dame de 

Grace.  There are approximately 250 students at St. Cyprian and 650 at Notre Dame de Grace.  We provide 

a lunch program for all students at both schools. Upon graduation, the students can then have the opportunity 

to attend a university.  Education is the best hope to improve the lives of the people of St. Albert the Great 

parish and St. Cyprian parish. 
 

Our computer lab at Notre Dame de Grace has  

expanded to 14 machines with the addition of 3 new 

computers (thank you Joyce Hendrix).  Everyone is 

looking forward to a more dependable flow of  

electricity to the computer lab following the solar 

power installation in July 2017 (thank you Solar  

Power Team).  With everyone’s help, our schools 

have progressed from struggling to thriving.  Some 

children from the larger neighboring towns are starting to attend our schools instead of our children  

traveling to their schools.  
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Our partnership with other local parishes in supporting the people of Haiti 

has been a great blessing to our parish family.  Several years ago, at one of our 

parish council meetings, a council member made an interesting statement: 

"We have been so blessed by God in our parish and we are really good at  

taking care of our own, but what are we doing to share our blessings with 

those outside our community?" Not too long after that, God opened a door 

for us.  We were invited to join with the Haiti ministry.  Our people have 

been so excited to share in this great mission.  Personally, it has been  

life-changing.  I had the opportunity to travel to Haiti and see firsthand how 

we are helping those people have a greater life.  I have also discovered that 

they are helping us!  Jesus said, "It is in giving that we receive." This is  

definitely true.  We are receiving so much in return.  Lives are changing in 

Haiti and lives are changing here!  God is good... all the time.   

Notre Dame de Grace School 

Fr. Marcel & Fr. Tony 
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Fr. Marcel visited the St. Francis community in September of 2013, as St. Francis 

Xavier had not had an opportunity to meet him.  It was a very cordial visit,  

until he delivered the bad news – the Haitian government was discontinuing 

the school lunch program to all Catholic schools in Haiti.  We all know how 

important an education is for young children, and the lunch program was the 

primary reason that students came to school every day.  It was, for many, the 

only food they would have to eat that day. 

 

There was no hesitation from anyone.  We knew that we must continue the 

lunch program at all costs, although funding was going to be a problem.  There 

are 900+ students at the two school campuses that Fr. Marcel runs at  

St. Albert the Great.  Fr. Marcel is an expert at stretching dollars, but even  

his best efforts still pointed at a cost of $5,000 per month for a simple meal  

of beans and rice and a cup of clean water. 

 
The St. Francis parish, joined by St. Wendel and the St. Paul 

United Church of Christ community, struggled with the  

project as best we could.  We have had our backs to the wall 

before, and knowing that all things are possible with prayer, 

we prayed.  And as promised, our prayers were answered – 

by the parishioners at Sts. Peter and Paul.  The relationship 

that has developed has been nothing short of phenomenal.  

Help in the form of monetary funding and new ideas from an 

energetic group of volunteers at Sts. Peter and Paul has been 

a godsend for the Haitian people. 

 

On several trips to the St. Albert parish, we have had the opportunity to join the children for lunch. It may 

not be the greatest culinary feast you can imagine, but it accomplishes the two primary goals – it nourishes 

the children and it gets them into the classroom.  They may not realize it, but we are changing their lives for 

the better.  They genuinely appreciate the lunch.  Some even share their portion with their siblings at home.  

It is a wonderful way of sharing our blessings with them.   

 

For Sts. Peter and Paul parishioners, you can contribute monthly through the electronic deduction or the 

monthly envelopes.  One time annual donations are also very much appreciated and can be sent to the parish 

office.  Thank you! 

School Lunch Program         Joe Wildeman from St. Francis Xavier 

Fr. Marcel & a few of his students 

Fr. Tony & a group of students 

Children in the classroom 
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The people of Haiti are a very poor but are very 

prideful and hardworking people.  They have little  

opportunity for work, nutrition, and income.  Haitians 

may need handouts in the short-term, but what they 

really want is a chance to be self-sufficient.  This is 

why we started the ‘Helping Haiti Help Themselves’ 

program.   
  

In 2015, we started a pay-it-forward yam farming  

program that gave about 25 families starter plants to 

grow.  After about 9 months, they used the mature 

yam plants as food for their families, sell at the  

market for income, and give a portion of the harvest 

to new families as starter plants.  The program is  

designed to grow each year without additional financial 

investment.  The farmers created a co-operative organization and inspect each other’s progress and monitor 

their sharing.   
  

In 2016, we started a livestock pay-it-forward program.  Young pigs have been purchased and are being raised 

by an experienced farmer until the pigs are ready to be cared for by individual families.  The pigs will be used 

also as food, income, and some of the offspring will be donated to new  

families to grow the program.   
  

The ‘Helping Haiti Help Themselves’ plans for the 2017 auction will focus on 

designing a program that will provide very affordable rubber sandals.  Most 

people have sandals with huge holes in the soles.  Our goal is to raise funds 

to buy the necessary tools that they need to make durable sandals out of old 

used tires and other available discarded materials.  A prototype pair has been 

made with nothing but some old rubber, an old leather belt, and some hand 

tools.  This process will be replicated in Haiti to provide adequate footwear, 

income, and a sense of purpose.   

In 2016, a micro-financing initiative was started with St. Albert the 

Great Parish.  The purpose of the project was to create small  

business loans at very low interest rates that help families to earn  

income to support their families.  A bank account was started with 

$10,000 and each interested person went through a detailed  

screening process.  In the past year, dozens of loans in the amounts of 

$100-300 have been issued and every single one is meeting their  

repayment schedule or is already paid in full.  The very small amount 

of interest income is paying for the administrator’s salary and the  

program is maintaining a healthy financial position.  Many people are using the loans to buy materials that they 

sell in the market in larger quantities and at lower prices.  The loan recipients are grouped geographically and 

are combined into co-operatives to ensure people that live in the same area do not compete against each 

other with the same ideas.  The co-operatives also ensure each loan is repaid as no one in the group can get 

an additional loan until all loans in the group are paid in full.  The micro-financing initiative is another great  

example of a prideful and accountable people that just need help getting started. 

Helping Haiti Help Themselves     Jake Engle and Brad Schmitt from Sts. Peter & Paul 

Micro-Financing         Frank Schmitt from St. Francis Xavier 

St. Albert the Great Parish 

prototype sandals 

Yam Co-Operative 
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After hearing about the critical lack of women’s healthcare in Ravine Trompette, 

Haiti, a Women’s Health Care Clinic was planned and coordinated by Kitty 

Martin, a Nurse Practitioner from Sts. Peter and Paul.  In November of 2015, 

approximately 400 women were treated over the course of three busy days at 

the St. Albert the Great medical clinic.  Many women walked up to eight 

hours and then stood all day for the opportunity to be examined and receive 

medication.  For women and children that live far away from the St. Albert 

the Great’s filtered water system, one of the main issues is the polluted water 

used for bathing and even drinking.  The use of this polluted water results in 

infections that must be treated with antibiotics (which are rarely available).  

We were able to identify the top three problems encountered by the women 

in this region and continue to support their medical needs as much as  

possible.  We will never forget the faces, the love, and the gratitude for the help you all are providing to 

these wonderful faith-filled, joyful friends.   
 

In July 2016, Joyce Hendrix (Zion Lippe), Suzanne Dodd (St. Wendel), 

Joe Wildeman and Amanda Marshall (St. Francis Xavier) along with Dick 

Clark and Rita Scheider from Louisville made up the Haiti Vision Team.  

Eye screenings were held for over 350 students from St. Cyprian and 

Notre Dame de Grace schools, along with over 650 members of the 

Ravine Trompette community.  These screenings provided free glasses 

and identified patients that would need the cataract surgeries that were to 

be performed by the Surgical Medical Team that traveled in January 2017.  
 

In January 2017, we provided the towns of Ravine Trompette and Pilate 
in Haiti with the first cataract surgery mission ever done in that area.  

Our group completed approximately 150 thorough eye exams and 21 cataract surgeries.  It was a challenge 

to take all the supplies and equipment needed to set up an operating room from scratch.  The team consisted 

of 9 people, including Rigaud Dieudonne (our interpreter) and two surgeons from U of L.  It was an  

extremely successful trip.  It doesn’t get much better than bringing sight to those who are blind.  One of 

those patients was a 12-year old girl who can now attend class with her friends.  Dr. Eric Downing shared a 

profound statement with the group:  “In Haiti when one family member is blind, two family members are  

removed from the equation of providing food for the family…the one that is blind and the caregiver of the 

blind.”  In each of those cases, two people will now return to helping support the basic needs of the family.  

Another success of the trip was a Haitian physician, Dr. Wesley, learned from our Ophthalmologists and will 

continue his training so that he can provide eye care to the people of Haiti in the future.   

Medical Clinics          Karen Adams from Sts. Peter & Paul 

Kitty Martin & Rigaud the interpreter 

Joyce Hendrix & Susan Dodd 

Cataract Surgery Team 
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We all rely on electricity every day as a matter of life, health and  

convenience.  Electrical power has the potential of changing the life and 

health for the people of St. Albert the Great as well.  Fr. Marcel has an 

old diesel generator that he runs a few hours a day to run a water  

purification system (pictured at the right). The clean water has already 

improved the health of the community as attested by the clinic doctors 

who treat the local health needs.  The school principal also says  

attendance is up in the school partly due to the children having better 

overall health.  This fact shows how our assistance is already helping 

the people of Haiti.  But this diesel generator power is expensive.  Diesel comes  

from a treacherous 3-4 hour drive away, and the electrical system is overall unreliable at this time.   

 

Through your generosity, we are adding solar power to help compound 

these benefits to the community.  Phase 1 of the solar project will be  

installed in July 2017.  Phase 1 will help with food sustainability, as it will  
assure power for refrigerators/freezers which are being shipped with the 

solar panels.  The medical clinic will be powered by the solar as well.  

The church lighting and a local radio station run by the parish is helped 

too.  The radio station is used to broadcast Mass, faith talks, and  

Christian music to the community who are nourished spiritually as they 

listen through simple battery powered radios.  Phase 2 of the solar project 

will add power to a computer lab, school offices, and classrooms.  The 

timing of that trip depends on when funding becomes available. 

 

Eventually over 1200 feet of buried wiring will be installed to help with the reliability of the electrical system.  

A team of local people will be digging trenches for the buried wiring and assisting with the solar installation.  

Training for 2 key local technicians will be given so the system can be reliable for many years to come. 

 

The Solar team has successfully assembled and tested the system in recent weeks and has packed it up for 

shipping to Haiti.  Several local businesses and individuals have helped with the solar project thus far,  Duke 

Energy, Tri-State Speedway, Nix Metals, Davis Brothers Trucking, SR Meny, Paul Goedde, and Dave Hipp.  

The solar team is ready to do this installation, and they are thankful for the great local support we are all  

seeing. 

Solar Project         Bill Goedde from Sts. Peter & Paul and Mike Martin from St. Wendel 

Many people are working diligently to prepare for the upcoming dental  

mission in July 2017.  This is the first time dental care will be provided in 

Ravine Trompette!  We are so excited to have Dr. Evan Hipp and two of 

his colleagues dedicated to this mission.  So many blessings of talent and 

generous donations are making this trip possible.   We are also so excited 

that Lindsey Field will be making this trip.  She plans to teach the 900  

students at St. Albert and St. Cyprian proper dental hygiene.  Lindsey is  

creating an educational video in the Haitian Creole language with the  

assistance of Steeve Jean, our Haitian friend who attends USI.  Steeve is 

sponsored by St. Joseph in the County.  To support Lindsey's educational 

project, she is collecting dental supplies from every state in the U.S. and 

tracking them on-line.  Check out the website she built for more  

information:  www.smiles4haiti.weebly.com. 

Lindsey Field 
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Everyone is working hard to get this spring's sea container shipment to Haiti organized. This year our  

shipment needs to be ready a little earlier than usual, as we are trying to meet a deadline of March 28th.   

We are planning to get the shipment to Nashville by the beginning of April.  We are  

preparing the largest shipment we have ever organized due to the amount of supplies 

and equipment that is needed for the July 2017 installation of solar  

panels at St. Albert the Great.  We are also sending three dental 

chairs in this shipment to be used at the dental clinic that has also 

been organized for July 2017.  All parishes have made requests 

from their parishioners for supplies for the schools and medical 

supplies for the clinic.  Volunteers are working to get all items 

packed and ready for shipment.   

The Haitian people have a great desire to improve their 

lives. They want to provide for their families. There are 

very few opportunities for them to develop job skills or 

even discover what their talents may be.  In March 

2015, St. Francis Xavier purchased eleven computers 

and monitors and sent them to St. Albert the Great. 

When we visited St. Albert in November 2015, we  

discovered Father Marcel had set up a computer lab in 

the school.  He was also offering adult computer classes 

on Saturdays for the teachers.  

 
 

During the November 2015 trip, Father Marcel stated his desire to have a 

woodworking or carpentry school.  He employs at times, Renon Jacques, a 

very talented carpenter to do work about the rectory.  When the new 

church roof was installed during the November 2015 trip, Renon was the 

Haitian lead carpenter and supervised the roofing of the Rectory after we 

headed home to the states.  Renon has stated that his mission in life is to  

instruct young men in carpentry to provide them with a profession.  We 

sent numerous woodworking tools in the April 2016 container shipment.  

The school will begin very soon and the first project will be to build  

wooden crosses for each school classroom.    

 
Another vocational program being implemented is a sewing school. It is just now in the planning stages.  

Sewing machines are being collected to be sent down at a later date. If we can help them, help themselves, 

they will readily take advantage of the opportunities. They just need help getting started. 

Container Shipment        Joyce Hendrix from Zion Lippe U.C.C. (Evansville) 

Job Skills Development Program    Jeff Creek from St. Francis Xavier 

Renon the master carpenter 
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Joyce Hendrix (2016) - Our vision team screened students from Notre Dame de Grace, St. Cyprian and 

adults in Ravine Trompette for eye issues. I remember being shocked at finding a 12-year-old girl with  

bilateral, congenital cataracts which left her virtually blind. With Father Marcel's help, the little girl had  

cataract surgery in Cap Hatien, saving her vision. Thank God our team accepted the call to try and make a 

difference. 
 

Suzanne Dodd (2017) - As we were preparing patients for their cataract  

surgeries,  one little, elderly, Haitian women kept whispering to me, "I love you." 

That's all she knew to say, but she felt it was important that I knew she was  

appreciative of all our efforts. It was so lovely and made everything so worthwhile. 
 

Bill Goedde (2016) - The local people are eager to learn how to better care 

for themselves.  They simply are not exposed to things we take for granted.  A 

little care, feeding, and training will assure a long-term benefit for the life, health, 

and spiritual benefit of the whole Ravine Trompette community.  I was amazed 

that there is no government presence in the community.  The people have such 

respect for Father Marcel, who provides faithful guidance for his flock, and acts 

as school, clinic, electric, and water leadership, bank president, local judge, and 

general advocator for the community with outside help in general.  He seems to 

do all of these humbly and effectively. 
 

Karen Adams (2017) - I will never forget the look on 12 year old Shadelyn’s face when she could read print 

the day after cataract surgery.  It brought tears of joy to her parents and everyone in the room.   
 

Brad Schmitt (2016) - I will never forget how a Haitian farmer donated his only goat to Father Marcel for 

our last meal of the trip.  The Haitians will give you what little they have.  I expected to teach them during 

the trip, but I learned more than I gave.  Haitians are a beautiful and generous people.   

St. Francis Xavier - Joe Wildeman (lead), Father Ed Schnur, Deacon Mark McDonald,  

Amanda Marshall, Jeff Creek, Robert Elpers, Frank Schmitt 
 

St. Wendel - Suzanne Dodd and Mike Martin 
 

Zion Lippe U.C.C. - Joyce Hendrix 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul - Jake Engle (lead), Father Tony Ernst, Karen Adams, Stephanie Burton,  

Bill Goedde, Charlie Hirsch, Tammy Hirsch, Steve Wilzbacher, Brad Schmitt 

Recent Trip Stories 

Committee Members 

Sts. Peter & Paul has designated the funded item at the end of the Die Kirche Auktion to support to these 

Haiti programs:   

  •  Helping Haiti Help Themselves  •  Solar Project  

  •  Container Shipment   • Medical Clinics  
 

We raised $22,000 in 2015 and $29,000 in 2016.  Please consider supporting these efforts during the funded 

item at the end of the Auction again this year and, on behalf of the people of Ravine Trompette, thank you 

so much for your generous support.  If you can’t attend the auction but would like to help, you may drop 

your donation in the Sunday collection basket marked “Auction Funded Item.” 

Auction Funded Item 

Fr. Tony & Joe Wildeman 
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Two websites to learn more  

 www.handstogetherforhaiti.org and 

www.stsppchurch.com/haiti  

All powerful and all-loving God of mercy, look kindly on 

the people of Haiti in their suffering.  Ease their  

burdens and make their faith strong so that they may 

always have confidence and trust in your care.  Help 

them face the difficulties with courage.  Bring us all an 

abiding sense of your care and compassion that we 

may respond with generous hearts, open hands and a 

renewed sense of solidarity with all your children,  

especially those in greatest need.  You are our  

all-merciful God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

A Prayer for the People of Haiti 
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